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2011-12 COURSE PREREQUISITES SUMMARY 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Course Prerequisites Summary for programs participating in the Physical Therapist Centralized 
Application Service (PTCAS) was released by the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) in 
August 2011.  
 
There are 146 physical therapist (PT) education programs participating in PTCAS during the 2011-12 
admissions cycle.  Percents below only reflect the 144 programs that provided course prerequisite data 
for the PTCAS Web site (www.ptcas.org) as of August 10, 2011. Percents were rounded to the nearest 
whole number and refer to both required and conditionally required courses. 
 
Programs may change course prerequisites at any time and may have additional requirements, 
recommendations, or policies that are not reflected in this summary or on the PTCAS Web site. Programs 
may also allow applicants to substitute courses or choose different prerequisite tracks. Applicants should 
contact programs directly to determine whether a particular course will fulfill a prerequisite.  

ANATOMY AND/OR PHYSIOLOGY (A&P) 

• 99% require at least one course in anatomy or physiology 
• 1% do not require a course in anatomy or physiology 

 
• 89% accept combined or separate A&P courses 
• 6% only accept separate A&P courses (e.g., Anatomy, Physiology) 
• 5% only accept combined A&P courses (e.g., Anatomy & Physiology I, Anatomy & Physiology II) 

BIOLOGY 

Programs may use different terminology to describe the same biology requirements.  For instance, a 
single “a” under the “one year sequence of biology” column for one program may be the equivalent to 
“a,b” in the “biology / biological science” column for another program.  Both categories were included in 
the table to accommodate different program policies. Programs commonly allow applicants to substitute a 
specialized biology course (e.g., cell biology) for a general biology (i.e., Biology I or II) requirement.  The 
table does not distinguish between lower and upper division biology requirements. 

• 83% require one or more courses in biology or biological science 
• 17% do not require a course in biology or biological science 
 
• 29% require a one-year sequence in biology (e.g., Biology I, Biology II) and no additional biology 
• 11% require two courses in biology / biological science, but not necessarily in sequence 
• 35% require only one course in biology or biological science 
• 8% require more than two courses in biology or biological science  

CHEMISTRY 

• 99% require one or more courses in chemistry 
• 1% do not require a course in chemistry 

 
• 94% require a one-year sequence in chemistry  
• 4% require a single chemistry course 
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PHYSICS 

• 99% require one or more courses in physics 
• 1% do not require a course in physics 

 
• 96% require a one year sequence in physics  
• 3% require a single physics course 

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

Applicants may be required to complete particular social and behavioral courses or may be permitted to 
complete any courses in the subject. Programs commonly allow applicants to substitute specialized 
psychology courses (e.g., Abnormal) for general psychology requirements. 
 

• 95% require one or more courses in social or behavioral science 
• 5% do not require a course in social or behavioral science 

 
• 65% require one or more psychology courses only (and no other social or behavioral science) 
• 30% require one or more social or behavioral science courses (but not explicitly in psychology) 

 
• 12% require a single course in psychology or other social and behavioral science 
• 61% require two courses in psychology or other social and behavioral science 
• 22% require more than two courses in psychology or other social and behavioral science 

STATISTICS 

• 97% require a course in statistics 
• 3% do not require a course in statistics 
 
(Sub-categories below are not mutually exclusive) 

• 83% accept math statistics 
• 79% accept psychology statistics 
• 65% accept biostatistics 
• 49% accept business statistics 
• 33% accept any statistics course 

MATH 

• 26% require one or more courses in math 
• 74% do not require a course in math 

 
(Sub-categories below are not mutually exclusive) 

• 24% accept calculus 
• 20% accept trigonometry 
• 11% accept algebra 
• 10% accept pre-calculus  
• 6% accept geometry 
• 1% accept any math course  

 
 
 
 

Staff Contact: 
Libby J. Ross, MA 

Director, Academic Program Services 
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SUMMARY OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR PROGRAMS PARTICIPATING IN PTCAS 

2011-12 Admissions Cycle

LEGEND
1: 1-2 qtrs or 1 sem
2: Prg MAY not accept GENERAL 
3: One+ crs
4: Includes psychology 
(x) Conditionally required 
(xa)(xb)(xc) Prereq tracks
Other: See prg pg 
*No data for Maryville or Quinnipiac
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101 Alabama State U. x x x x x x xx x x xx x
99 Andrews U. x x x x x x x xx x x x x
1 Arcadia U. x x x x x x x x

112 Arkansas State U. x x x x
113 Armstrong Atlantic State U. x x x x xx x

2 AT Still U. of Health Sciences x x x x x xx x
108 Azusa Pacific U. x x x x x x x x x

4 Bellarmine U. x x x x x x x
74 Belmont U. x x x x xx x
75 Boston U. x x x x x x x

114 Bradley U. x xx x x x
5 California State U., Fresno x x x x x

76 California State U., Long Beach x x x x x x x x
6 California State U., Northridge x x x x x x x
7 California State U., Sacramento x x x x x x x x x

77 Central Michigan U. x xx x x xxx x x
8 Chapman U. x x x x xx x
9 Chatham U. x x x x x x x

10 Clarkson U. x x x x x x x x x
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110 Cleveland State U. x xx x x x x xx x x
132 C of Mount St. Joseph x x x x x x x
111 College of St Scholastica x x x xx x x
11 Columbia U. x xxx x x (xxx) xx x (xx)

133 Concordia U Wisconsin x x x x x x x
12 Creighton U. x x x x x x
13 Des Moines U. - Osteopathic Medical Center x xx x x x xx x xx xx
70 Dominican College of Blauvelt x x x x x x x

145 Drexel U. x x x x x x x x
78 Duke U. x xx x x x x x xxx
14 Duquesne U. x x x x x x
15 Eastern Washington U. x x x x xx x x

115 Elon U. (x) (x) (x) (x) x (x) x
79 Emory U. x x x

116 Florida Gulf Coast U. x x x x x x x
80 Florida International U. x x x x x x x
71 Franklin Pierce U. x x x x x
16 George Washington U., The x x x x x x x x

134 Georgia Health Sciences x x x x xx x x
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81 Governors State U. xx x x x x xx x x x
107 Hampton U. x x x x x x
17 Howard U. x x x x x x x

135 Husson U. x x x x x x x x
117 Idaho State U. x x x x xx x x x
136 Indiana U. x x x x x x x
18 Loma Linda U. x x x x x x x x x x x x x
19 Long Island U. - Brooklyn Campus x x x x x

137 Louisiana State U. New Orleans x x x x x x x x xx xxx x
138 Louisiana State U. Shreveport x x x x x x x x xx xxx x
131 Lynchburg College x x x x x x x x x x
20 Marymount U. x x x x x x x
21 Maryville U. of Saint Louis *

tbd Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health Sci x xx x x x x x x x
22 Mayo School of Health Sciences x x x x x x x x

118 Mercer U. x x x x x x x
23 MGH Institute of Health Professions x x x x x x x x
24 Midwestern U. (Downers Grove) x x x x xxx x x xxx

119 Midwestern U. (Glendale, AZ) x x x x xx x x x x x
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25 Misericordia U. x x x x x xx x
82 Missouri State U. x x x x x x x x x
26 Mount St Mary's College x x x x x xx x x x x
27 Nazareth College of Rochester x x x xx x
28 New York Institute of Technology  x x x x x x x x

105 New York Medical College x x x x x x x x
102 New York U. x x x x xx x x x x
139 North Georgia College & State U. (x) (x) x x x xx x x
29 Northern Arizona U. x x x x x x
30 Northwestern U. x x x x xx x x x x x x
83 Nova Southeastern U. x x x x x x x x
84 Oakland U. x x x x x x x x x
31 Ohio State U., The x x x x x xxx x x x

120 Ohio U. x x x x x x x x
32 Old Dominion U. x x x x x x x
85 Pacific U. x x x x xx x x x x x
33 Quinnipiac U. *
34 Regis U. x xx x x xx x

146 Richard Stockton C of New Jersey, The x x x x x x
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35 Rockhurst U. x x x x x x x x x
121 Rocky Mountain U. of Health Professions x x x x xx x
36 Rosalind Franklin U. of Medicine and Science  x x x x xx x x x
37 Sacred Heart U. x x x x x x x x
86 Saint Louis U. x x x x x x x x x
38 Samuel Merritt University x x x x x x x x x
39 Shenandoah U. x xx x x x x x
40 Simmons College x x x x xx x x
41 Southwest Baptist U. x x x x x x x
42 St Ambrose U. x x x x x x x x

122 St Catherine University x xx x x x x x x x
43 Stony Brook U. x x x x xxx x x x
44 Temple U. x x x x x x x

140 Tennessee State U. x x x xx (x) x(x) x (x)
45 Thomas Jefferson U. x x x x x x x x x x x
46 Touro College x xx x x x x x x xx x

106 Touro U. Nevada x x x x xx
123 U. of Alabama at Birmingham, The  x x x x x x xx x x x x
47 U. of California, San Francisco/San Francisco State U. x x x x x x
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87 U. of Central Arkansas x x xxx x x x x x x
141 U of Cincinnati x x x x x x x x x xx
48 U. of Colorado x (x) (x) x (x) xx x x x x

103 U. of Delaware x x x x x x x x x
72 U. of Findlay, The x x x x xx x x x x

124 U. of Florida (xa) (xb) (xc)(xb) (xc) (xa)(xb) x x x x x
49 U. of Illinois at Chicago, The x x x x x x x x

125 U. of Indianapolis x x x x xx x
50 U. of Iowa, The x x x x x x x x x

142 U. of Kansas Medical Center x x x x x x x x x x
51 U. of Kentucky (x) x x x x x x x x
88 U. of Mary x x x x x x x x
52 U. of Maryland - Baltimore x x x x x x x

126 U. of Maryland - Eastern Shore x x x x x x x x x
53 U. of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey x x x x x x
89 U. of Miami x x x x x x x
90 U. of Michigan - Flint x x x x x x x x x x
54 U. of Montana - Missoula, The x x x xx x
55 U. of Nebraska Medical Center x x x
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(x) Conditionally required 
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Other: See prg pg 
*No data for Maryville or Quinnipiac
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56 U. of Nevada, Las Vegas x x x x x x x
57 U. of New England x x x x x x x
91 U. of New Mexico x x x xx x x x
92 U. of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, The x x x x x x x

143 U. of North Florida x x x x x x x
58 U. of Pittsburgh x x x x x x x x
59 U. of Puget Sound x x x x x
93 U. of Rhode Island x x x x x x x x x

127 U. of Scranton x x x x x x x
128 U. of South Alabama x x (x) x x x x x x xx xx x x x x
60 U. of South Dakota x x x x x xx x x

129 U. of South Florida x x x x x x x
61 U. of Southern California x x x x x x x

104 U. of Tennessee at Chattanooga, The x x x x x x x x
94 U. of Tennessee Health Science Center, The x x x x xxx x x x x x (x)
62 U. of the Pacific x x x x x x x x x

130 U. of Toledo x x x x x x x x x
63 U. of Utah x x x x x x x
64 U. of Vermont x x x x x x
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65 U. of Washington x x x x x x x
147 Utica College x x x x x xx x
66 Virginia Commonwealth U. x x x x x x x x
67 Washington U. in St Louis x xx x x xx x x x x x x
95 Wayne State U. x x x x x xx x x x xx x x
68 West Virginia U. x x x x x x x
96 Western Carolina U. x x x xx x
69 Western U. of Health Sciences x x x xx x x
97 Wheeling Jesuit U. x x x x x x x x
98 Wichita State U. x x x x x x x x x x x x

149 Widener U. x x x x x x x x x
109 Winston-Salem State U. x x x x x xx x x x
144 Youngstown State U. x x x x x x x
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# of Programs with Course Requirement(s) in 
SUB-Category

# of Programs That Require at Least One 
Course in MAJOR Category 119 142143 144 137

# of Programs That Do NOT Require at Least 
One Course in Major Category * 3 27 4 4 9
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